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ABROLHOS ISLANDS — DISCOVERY 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.30 pm]: I will make my member’s 
statement about something of significance and that is the 400th anniversary of the discovery of the Houtman Abrolhos 
Islands on 29 July 1619 by Frederick de Houtman. People are still divided on how Frederick’s surname is pronounced. 
Hon Martin Aldridge: Ask him! 
Hon DARREN WEST: Yes! We will call him “de Houtman”! 
On 29 July 1619, he discovered the Abrolhos Islands about 80 kilometres off the coast of what is now Geraldton. He 
named the islands “Abrolhos”, which means “open your eyes” or “keep your eyes open”. He found those islands. 
Over the weekend before last, I had the pleasure of being in Geraldton to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the 
discovery of the islands. I must pay particular tribute to the Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association, which did 
a fantastic job with a constrained budget to pull together such an enormous feat in putting on this commemoration. 
I give particular mention to Howard Gray and Rebecca Miller, who did a fantastic job in pulling the festival together. 
On the Saturday evening, I was accompanied by the Minister, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, who came to Geraldton 
with us and attended the opening night. We paid tribute to Houtman and his feats. We had a wonderful welcome to 
country there. The minister spoke and congratulated everyone on a terrific festival. On Sunday morning, we all went 
down to the magnificent Geraldton foreshore. There was a welcome to country there. The sea monster was on display 
for all to see. I watched the sea monster being constructed in an empty shop in Geraldton by some wonderful 
volunteers during the week. He was out on display on Sunday. There were Aboriginal dancers. It was a wonderful 
day celebrating the 400th anniversary of Houtman’s discovery of the Abrolhos Islands. 
I was very impressed with the lighting of St Francis Xavier Cathedral and the Queens Park Theatre. Anyone who 
is familiar with Geraldton will know about the iconic St Francis Xavier Cathedral and the Queens Park Theatre. 
They were lit up with a light show the likes of which I have never seen before. There were these magnificent 
projections of the Abrolhos Islands projected onto the cathedral. It was truly magnificent. I think it was a great 
effort by everyone involved. We also had various storytellers on the Saturday, and we heard about the life and 
adventures of Frederick de Houtman and, of course, the Yamatji perspective on the European discoveries. That is 
why the festival was called Balayi—Open Your Eyes! It was a combination of the rich cultural Yamatji history in 
the midwest and the first European discovery of the Abrolhos Islands. We also had the Distant Shores Performances 
with early European music performed by the New Holland Consort and there were songs with didgeridoos to go with 
that. We had the Yamatji Culture Circle, food stalls and the magnificent light show. There was Our Stories in Stitches—
A Yamatji Art Exhibition, and they did a great job. There was an art exhibition named SeaLover: Celebrating Balayi 
Open Your Eyes Houtman 400. That opened last Monday, which was the day of the actual discovery. 
I cannot speak highly enough of the efforts that were made by people in the Geraldton community. The City of 
Greater Geraldton got behind it and we were able to help out with some state government funding as well. It was 
a magnificent event. A rich part of Western Australia’s history is right there—400 years ago when the Dutch sailed 
up the east coast on the way to the East Indies developing the spice trade. I think it was a great festival. I really 
enjoyed being a part of it and I hope I am around for the 500th anniversary!  
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